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The Malta Council for the Volunteer Sector (MCVS) as part of the activities 

celebrating the "European Year of Volunteering 2011"(EYV 2011) organised a half 

day National Conference entitled “Volunteer! You make a difference!”. This 

conference was hosted at the Corinthia Palace Hotel and Spa, Attard, Malta on the 

26th of March 2011.  

  

The aim of the conference was to share experiences and get to know more on how 

to support volunteers. The conference discussed the participation, contribution, 

management and support of volunteers.  

 

The conference was intended to contribute towards the beginning of a discussion on 

the following issues:  

Working towards an enabling and facilitating environment for volunteering locally; 

Empowering volunteer organisations and improve the quality of volunteering; 

Rewarding and recognising achievements gained in volunteering activities; and  

Raising awareness of the value and importance of volunteering. 

 

The conference was opened by Mr Robert Farrugia, Chairperson MCVS.  In his 

opening speech he talked about the valuable contribution that volunteers give 

towards society, a contribution that is not only that of solidarity and support but also 

a tangible contribution which can be financially quantified. 

 

Ms Claudia Taylor East, member of the MCVS, gave a presentation on ‘who is the 

volunteer’, giving a clear definition of volunteering and addressing various issues 

which were to be further discussed during in the conference by two panels. 
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The second part of the conference, which was animated by the well known TV 

presenter Mr. Josef Bonello, consisted of two panel discussions.  The first panel, 

composed of volunteers, namely Ms Marvic Debono, Ms Christiana Frendo, 

Antonello Gauci and Mr Robert Farrugia. This panel discussed the personal 

experience of the volunteer and the benefits one acquire through volunteering. 

 

The second panel discussed the impact of volunteers on the organisations and the 

role of the organization in the management and support of their volunteers.  This 

panel was composed of Ms Nora Macelli, St. Jean Antide Foundation, Ms 

Bernardette Briffa, Hospice Foundation, Ms Danjela Falzon, Inspire, Ms Anne 

Toledo, Caritas, Mr Mark Caruana, Missjoni Etiopja and Ms Claudia Taylor East.  

During this event the MCVS launched its new web site www.maltacvs.com. The 

presentation of the web site was done by Mr Nathan Farrugia who was the web 

designer of the same web site.  
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