
€1.81 billion is the value of the economic package that Government has come up with so that Malta’s economy
overcomes the challenge of the negative effects of Coronavirus and is strengthened once more, for the good
of the families and businesses of our country. Amongst others, liquidity to businesses worth €1.6 billion will be
provided, €150 million in bank guarantees through the National Fund for Social Development, and for €350
to be provided to businesses that pay quarantine leave to their employees. Another measure is the additional
two months’ leave paid at the rate of €800 every month for 12, 000 families where both parents are in
employment where teleworking is not possible and thus one of the parents has to take care of the children.

AN ECONOMIC STIMULUS PACKAGE

INCOMING FLIGHTS TO
MALTA TO CEASE

Superintendent of Public Health Charmaine Gauci announced that Government, through Transport Malta, which
is the responsible authority, will suspend all incoming flights to Malta. This suspension will come into effect from
between Friday 20th and Saturday 21st March at one o’clock in the morning. This decision comes on the back of
previous restrictions on flights to and from Italy, Germany, Spain, France, and Switzerland. All persons who arrive
in Malta from any country around the world have to undergo fourteen days of obligatory quarantine and are
subject to a €3000 fine each and every time they break this obligation. 
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There were 10 new Covid-19 cases in the last hours, with the first case involving a 70 year-old senior person, who
nonetheless is in good condition of health. The same applies to all other patients. The new cases involve a mixture
of virus transmissions, with the majority being persons who have travelled and contracted the virus whilst away
from Malta. There are also cases where patients contracted the virus from persons who live with those who have
travelled, and cases of local transmission in the community. It is not true that there were any deaths
related to coronavirus. 

NEW CASES
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Health authorities are adopting a strategy of sampling as many persons as possible so as to also include those
who have not travelled. The more tests are carried out, the more chance there is for people to test positive for
the virus, and thus for contagion to be diminished. Up till now, nearly 1,800 swab tests have been carried out,
1, 750 random samplings, and more than 740 tests at Mater Dei. The chief means of prevention remains the
frequent washing of one’s hands, not leaving our houses for no reason, keeping distance from each other, and
for elderly persons not to leave their houses. Each and every one of us must do their part so that, along with the
measures already in place, the spread of Covid-19 is contained. 

PREVENTION MEASURES
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INSPECTIONS FOR THOSE
IN QUARANTINE

In the last 24 hours , 363 inspections in Malta and 25 inspections in Gozo have been carried out. For the
second day in a row, no cases of persons who broke the obligatory quarantine were found. Inspections
were started on 13th March. The €3000 fine for every person who is caught breaking quarantine is serving
as a deterrent. The appeal remains for one and all to be responsible and listen to what the authorities
are counselling.

SCHOOLS TO REMAIN CLOSED

The period of closure of schools, childcare centres, and educational institutions that was announced and
which started between Friday 13th March 2020 and was to last till Friday 20th March 2020, is being
extended. Government is now considering that this extension be extended to the end of the Easter
scholastic holidays, therefore Friday 17th April 2020. Government is reserving itself room to make
updated pronouncements closer to this date after consultation with Health Authorities. 



Professionals and workers working in the medical health sector, and members of the disciplined corps, are working
day and night, every day, to help those in need. We unite in sending them a message (by audio or video) on
WhatsApp 7907 5414 to give them our support and to motivate them. These are heroes. Let us tell them more
than a mere ‘thanks’. 

TO OUR HEROES – WE SAY THANKS

An exercise with a view to safeguard the human resources of the Health sector in the Public Service is
underway. In fact, a considerable number of departments are passing on employees who, upon their
choosing, can work in the health services. Amongst the most needed are drivers to transport medicines
to elderly persons and take medical staff from one place to another; clerks to answer phone calls;
administrative and ICT staff, pharmacists and nurses, as well as allied health professionals who do not
work with the Ministry for Health. In the majority of these cases, these officials will not be in direct
contact with patients. 

SUPPORT FOR THOSE IN
THE HEALTH SECTOR 
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HELPLINES

25981000 – For those who have questions about the educational sector and the
impact of the coronavirus.

21692447– For hoteliers and tourists who have questions about the
announced measures.

25903030 – For elderly persons bereft of support who need medicines, ready-made
meals or food products (fruit and vegetables).

25469111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require provisions of
food and medicine.

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who were caught in one of the high-risk
countries and wish to return to Malta.

111 – For those who feel symptoms of COVID-19 or who wish further information.
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