
15/04/2020
ISSUE 35

for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

According to the International Monetary Fond, Malta will suffer the least negative economic impact among
Eurozone countries. The reduction in our country’s economic strength is expected to be three times less than the
European average, while the country’s economy is expected to grow by 7% next year, that is, one and a half times
more than the rest of the Eurozone. As a result of this economic state, the unemployment rate in our country is
forecasted to remain less than half of the average observed in the rest of Europe. These results reflect the Maltese
government’s strong fiscal commitment which is expected to reach almost 8.5% of the GDP. It is among the biggest
economic stimulus packages in the world.

THE ECONOMY AFTER COVID-19

NEW CASES

In the last few hours there were 6 new cases of Covid-19, among which were 3 residents in the Ħal Far open centre
where tests are ongoing in order to identify positive cases and isolate them immediately. The other 3 were a student,
a government clerk, and a clerk in a Gozitan hotel. The health authorities have once again warned that the number
of cases mean nothing as the spread is still ongoing and the virus has not yet been contained. In these times and
extraordinary circumstances, the health authorities appealed for all those who feel anxious to call on the 1770
helpline in order to be given emotional support by professionals who can help them adapt to the situation. Since the
helpline was launched, more than 350 persons have used the service for emotional support and mental wellbeing.



for more information and
updates visit www.covid19.gov.mt 

15/04/2020
ISSUE 35

With more than 20,000 tests having been made for the Covid-19 virus, Malta still has the third-highest testing rate
for the virus in the world. Published research has confirmed that Malta just places behind Iceland and Luxembourg in
the number of tests being made to ensure that positive patients are immediately isolated in order to reduce the
spread of the virus. It is only through this manner that local transmission is prevented from accelearting. On average,
in Malta one person in 39 has been tested. The health authorities set up 4 test centres while robotic apparatus was
bought in order to process up to 800 tests a day.

SWABS FOR COVID-19

Primary Health Care has set up 2 centres to provide support services to clients who have questions on subjects
of a medical nature or to address doctor house visits to the Telemedicine Centre. The centres operate 24 hours
a day throughout the week. The Telemedicine Centre also takes care of the medical monitoring of
Covid-19 patients who are sent into quarantine at their homes after these recover, as well as patients who are
in quarantine at their homes. One may use these services by calling 21 222 444 or 21 231 231. 

TELEMEDICINE SERVICES
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CUSTOMS SERVICES

Customs will also be eliminating physical contact from its services as a measure against the spread of Covid-19.
The Customs Department will temporarily close its doors on these days: Tuesday: the Alcohol Beverages Unit
and the Tariffs & Quotas Office; Wednesday: the Tabocco Products Unit and the Non-Harmonised Goods Unit;
and Thursday: the Valuations Office and the Excise Rebates Processing Office. Instead, the Customs Department
will still be providing these services via telephone and online. Out of office services will still be provided.

INSPECTIONS ON GROUPS AND
THOSE UNDER QUARANTINE

13 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police are doing in order to ensure that
there are no groups of more than 3 people gathered in public places, as per the legal notice issued by the
government. Indeed, no one was found breaking obligatory quarantine during the 696 inspections carried out
in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains that everyone should remain responsible and cooperate with the
directives being issued by the authorities.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information


