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A further 38 persons have recovered from Covid-19. This is the second piece of good news this week, after last
Easter Sunday, 28 other patients were announced to have recovered from Covid-19. In total, the number of persons
who have recovered from the virus has now risen to 82. A person is considered to have recovered after testing
negative for 2 tests within a 24 hour time-frame. Those who recover still need to remain in quarantine for some
days as a precaution, so that subsequently, health authorities will issue them with the permit allowing them to go
out once again. 

A FURTHER 38 RECOVER

NEW CASES

There were 13 patients who tested positive for Covid-19, after more than 1,022 swabs were carried out in the
previous hours. Amongst the new cases there is a 92-year-old woman who is being kept at Mater Dei, and who is
in stable condition. Another positive case was that involving a woman who delivers items to houses, and 4 residents
of Ħal Far open centre. It has been confirmed that the month-old infant is in good condition, and that there is a patient
on ventilator in ITU, and another case that is being monitored. In all, there are now 412 persons who have contracted
the virus in our country. When one subtracts those who have recovered, and those who have died, those who are
currently in quarantine number 327. The Covid-19 virus spread shows how the number of cases is still going up. 
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Another guarantee scheme, worth €40 million, has been announced to be of support for private companies to deal
with the negative economic effects of Covid-19. This scheme will allow for a subsidy of up to 2.5% of interest on loans
that companies will take out to be provided, so that these can keep up with financial expenditures. This means that
companies will be paying far less in interest, so much so that government will pay a maximum of 2.5%. This subsidy
applies for the first 48 months from when the loan from the bank is taken, with government serving as guarantor for
the loan. The scheme, issued by the Malta Development Bank, is intended to provide loans for businesses to guarantee
wages to employees, as payment for material and stock, and as payment for contracts that have been suspended or
annulled due to the pandemic. 

A FURTHER GUARANTEE SCHEME

More than €2.6 million in social benefits were given as aid to employees who have been negatively affected
by the adverse economic effects of Covid-19. Amongst the benefits, there is the €800 monthly payment for
full-time employees, and €500 for those who are part-time and who have lost their employment due to
Covid-19. Up till now, 7,214 requests for benefits, including by parents who work in the private sector and who
have left work to take care of the children, and by those who have a disability, have been made. Whilst 78.1%
of applications received have been processed, 4,186 applications have already been paid out. The €2.6
million expenditure means that beneficiaries have till now received an average of €625 in aid each. Those
whose request is still being processed will still receive the applicable payments by arrears.

MORE THAN €2 MILLION IN
BENEFITS
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INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS AND
THOSE QUARANTINED

5 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police are conducting to ensure no gatherings
involving more than 3 persons in public places take place, according to the legal notice issued by Government.
In the meantime, no one was found breaching obligatory quarantine during the 665 inspections carried out in
the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for one and all to be responsible and co-operate with the directives that
are being issued by the authorities.

HELP FOR RENTS

Those affected by Covid19 can access a rent benefit that covers up to 80% of the rent. Persons who have lost their
employment, who have been temporarily suspended from work, and self-employed persons whose income has
stopped, or has drastically decreased, as well as those individuals who are experiencing domestic violence, are
eligible. From the applications received by the Housing Authority, 60% are existing beneficiaries, who will now
start accessing a rent benefit that is more substanial, whilst 40% are individuals who are applying to start accessing
this rent benefit. This extention of the rent benefit safeguards the right of families to have a roof over their heads.
More help to those who rent means that they are more in a position to honour payments, and therefore owners
will continue receiving payments. 
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information


