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The Maltese economy will remain stable, despite the Covid-19 pandemic, and in 2021 will start registering growth
once again. The forecast was carried out by 2 international credit rating agencies: Moody’s, and Fitch, after even
the International Monetary Fund this week concluded that Malta will have the least negative economic impact out
of all eurozone countries. The rate of unemployment will remain average as from 2013 onwards, and our country
will continue exporting more than it is importing. Amongst the reasons behind these certificates, both Moody’s and
Fitch mention the measures in the fiscal package implemented by Government, as well as the track record of
economic success, with surplusses being registered in the previous years. They said that these factors make Malta
better-prepared than other countries to recover quickly.

STABLE DESPITE COVID-19

FURTHER RECOVERY AND
NEW CASES

A further 8 persons have recovered from Covid, so that up till now, 99 persons have got rid, and recovered,
from the virus. At the same time, 4 persons tested postive, after 972 tests were carried out in the last 24 hours.
Amongst these cases there are 3 persons from the Ħal Far open centre, where 35 persons have tested positive
so far. Tests in the centre are still being carried out, so that those who have contracted the virus may be identified
and isolated in a specially-appointed, isolated centre. In Malta, there are 324 active Covid-19 cases so far. Health
authorities have reiterated the importance for everyone to continue following strictly the measures announced,
for us not to leave our homes, and to look after the elderly and the vulnerable. Only by following such measures
can the number of cases remain low, and the spread be contained. 
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40 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous rounds Police are making to ensure that there are no
gatherings involving more than 3 persons in public places, as per the legal notice issued by Government. In the
meantime, a person was caught breaching quarantine during one of the 664 inspections that were conducted in
the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for one and all to be responsible and co-operate with the directives issued
by the authorities. 

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS AND
THOSE QUARANTINED

Free online courses for parents and educators have been launched so that, at a time when schools are
closed, they can still improve their skills in the educational sector. Parents will have the online opportunity
to learn how to help autistic children, how to encourage them to read and write, in orthography and
mathematics, as well as how to help children who experience difficulties in learning. Lessons for educators
have also been launched for them to improve their skills, advance in their career, and even climb a salary
scale through the Accelerated Progression Scheme. More information for parents can be obtained from
https://bit.ly/2Ve5km6, whilst educators may apply from https://bit.ly/34pA0oD. 

FOR PARENTS AND EDUCATORS
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INMATES’ EFFORTS AGAINST
COVID-19

Even Corradino correctional facility inmates are doing their part against the spread of Covid-19, and are making
masks and other protective gear to be used by themselves, by the facility officials, and even by other government
departments. Corradino residents are an acting example of how the country should be united to deal with the
Covid-19 challenge. Their efforts have also come at a time when the country is experiencing noteable challenges
to obtain protective material. Even from Corradino itself, residents are demonstrating how prison should be a
place of rehabiltation, and not punishment. 

MALTA ARTS FUND

Covid-19 has left a strong impact even on those who work in the creative and cultural sectors, and on the audiences
who participate. To be of aid for local artists, a €75,000 fund has been allocated to be used as grants for cultural
and creative projects. This Fund, which will be administered by Arts Council Malta, should serve to help artists who
want to come up with innovative ideas in arts and culture. Applications close on 23rd April. More information is
available from www.artscouncilmalta.org/pages/guidance-advice/covid-19/malta-arts-fund-special-call/
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information


