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Through the aid administered by the Malta Enterprise, businesses and the self-employed were paid more than
€10 million for the Covid-19 Wage Supplement. Thus, the number of jobs that will be saved by these economic aid
measures numbers 83,000. Malta Enterprise received some 2000 new applications for the Covid-19 Wage
Supplement, which means that the amount of businesses that have applied till now has climbed up to 18,204.
Out of these, 7,641 were processed, whilst 5,537 have been approved. Regarded as one of the largest of its kind
amongst countries, the financial aid package enacted by Government is intended so that industries not only come
out whole after these difficult times, but that the economy itself flourishes after the transmission is no more.

83,000 JOBS SAVED

THE EU AND COVID-19

The strength and the economic answer to the Covid-19 pandemic were discussed in a virtual meeting between the
leaders of the European Union. Considering the strong economic shock that engulfed all countries, the European
Commission is now expected to be given the mandate to work on a plan, and fund, for economic recovery.  Prime
Minister Robert Abela spoke once more on the issue of irregular immigration, and the impact of the situation in Libya,
including Malta’s proposal for humanitarian aid to Libya and the importance that the challenge of human trafficking
is addressed. 
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A further 19-persons have recovered from Covid-19, so that the total of those who have recovered has now increased
to 233. In the meantime, there were 2 cases of persons who tested positive for the virus – a 60-year-old carer who
works in an elderly persons’ home and tested positive during routine screening, and a 43-year-old man who went to
work despite having symptoms. Active virus cases number 221. On the eve of another weekend, health authorities have
re-iterated for all of us not to lower our guard and to continue following social distancing measures, and for us all not to
leave our homes in vain. It is important that the sacrifice made to curb the spread of the virus will not have been
made for nothing. 

GOOD NEWS

13 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police are conducting to ensure that no gatherings
involving more than 3 persons take place in public places, as per the legal notice issued by Government. In the
meantime, one person was caught breaching obligatory quarantine during one of the 615 inspections that were
conducted during the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for one and all to be responsible and co-operate with the
directives that are being issued by the authorities.

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS
AND THOSE QUARANTINED
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FOR ANIMAL SANCTUARIES

15 non-governmental organisations which work in animal sanctuaries will be given more than €115, 000 in aid, at
a time when such organisations are facing difficulties caused by the present Covid-19 situation. These moneys are
over and above the €85,000 that are allocated to them in the budget. These organisations have already been
forwarded half the sum, and another third is to be given them next month. This aid is being given so that investment
in infrastructure and capital projects to improve the environment of animal sanctuaries can be made. 

SUPPORT MEASURES

A service consisting of 8 free counselling sessions to persons who are undergoing a period of anxiety due to the effects
of Covid-19 has been rolled out. This service will be made available for free by members of the Malta Association for
Counsellors in the Appoġġ agency framework. After little more than one month, more than 2000 telephone calls
were received on the 1772 helpline for those who are feeling lonely. In the meantime, Appoġġ will start offering a
service so that parents with familial problems will have access to their children through electronic means. This access
was suspended due to Covid-19.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447– For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information


