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Malta ranked among the 5 top countries in the world in its ability to resist the effects of Covid-19. This comes
through in an analysis by the German agency Scope Ratings which mentioned Malta as the only European Union
country which classified this high. Scope Ratings said that Malta has among the best surpluses in the world, low

national debt burden, and a very good balance of payments. This is another positive certificate, after that of IMF,

Fitch, Moody’s and Standard & Poor’s, which spoke about Malta’s economic prospects being stable despite the
effects of Covid-19.
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ANOTHER 5,619 JOBS SAVED

€5.23 million went into the pockets of those who, because of Covid-19, had their employment affected. Thanks to
four measures administered by the Ministry for the Family, Children’s Rights and Social Solidarity, a further 5,619
jobs were saved. This means that these persons have already received an average of €902 each. Together with
the 83,000 jobs saved by the Malta Enterprise schemes, so far 82,000 jobs have been saved. So tar 9,100
applications have been received. From these almost 97% have already been processed. Among those who were
paid are 5,454 persons who received parental benefits, medicine or disability benefits, while still retaining their

jobs. Another 165 persons stopped their benefits and returned to work.
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MORE PEOPLE RECOVERED

The trend of more people recovering from Covid-19 than getting infected by it continued. Another 36 persons
recovered, so that now the total is 339. After the 1,207 tests done in the last 24 hours, another 5 persons were found

positive for the virus. Covid-19 cases in Malta are 463, but those that are still active have gone down to 120, with none

of these being in Gozo. At the Hal Far open centre there are also 7 residents who were positive and who have now

recovered and will end their quarantine. At Hal Far the number of tests went up to 96 in the last 24 hours and no

one tested positive. The obligatory quarantine, which was supposed to end tomorrow, has now been extended

because of the cases which were found yesterday.

TO WORKERS IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE

The Principal Permanent Secretary expressed his thanks for the work of workers within the public service in these
times of extraordinary challenges. Without much tantare, they rose to the occasion and, despite difficulties, saw to

it that what needed to be done was done. It is a testament to the work of renewal done in the Public Service in recent

years. It is the fruit of the strong technological investment which was made to change the way that services are given
to people, training, telework, and so many other services. From being a target of criticism, the Public Service not only
wins international awards but consolidates even more thanks to its will and flexibility. On the eve of Interntional

Workers” Day, we thank all those who are giving a service to the public.
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INSPECTIONS

11 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police are doing to ensure that there are no
groups of more than 3 people in public places, as per the legal notice issued by the government. One person was
found breaking obligatory quarantine during the 408 inspections carried out in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains

that everyone should be responsible and cooperate with the directives being issued by the authorities.

INTERNATIONAL GUIDE DOGS DAY

Today is International Guide Dogs Day which, in the midst of the spread of Covid-19, are indeed the eyes of persons
suffering from a lack of vision. Without guide dogs, these persons would scarcely be able to go out even for essential
services. Guide dogs are these persons’ shield as they reduce the need for physical contact with other persons.
There is no scientific proof that dogs carry Covid-19 and as such there is no need for discrimination against guide

dogs in public places.
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HELPLINES

1M1 - For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information

21411 411 - For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

2294 4511/2294 4504 - To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

1770 - Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing
1772 - For those who are feeling lonely
2545 1111 - For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 - For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1575 - For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions
1576 - For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

153 - For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

144 - For those who require information about the measures ot the inancial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

79747974 - For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

2204 2200 - For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

2204 2800 - For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated
80074313/79307307 - For those who have difhculties regarding blood donation
2598 1000 - For those who have queries about the educational sector

2169 2447 - For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 - For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,

ready meals, or food products (truit and vegetables)

2546 911 - For those who work in the gaming industry.
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