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Scientific evidence is showing that the time has now come so that, in a measured and studied manner, our country
starts reducing or amending restrictive measures which are currently in effect against Covid-19. These changes will
take place while always keeping the people’s health first, this while giving a breather to the economy and social life.
In the last few weeks Malta passed through one of its most difficult moments from the Second World War onwards.
The country managed to safeguard the people’s health. It took care of businesses and employees’ jobs. A more
beautiful day was not long in coming. With the collective responsibility that the people showed in their observance
of the health authorities’s directives, today, a more beautiful day than yesterday has dawned. This does not mean
that everything has passed, but that rather we have started on the path to normality.

A MORE BEAUTIFUL DAY THAN
YESTERDAY HAS DAWNED

A NUMBER OF HEALTH SERVICES
RESUME

From next Monday, a number of health services which were reduced in order for our country to be able to increase
its preparedness and resources for the Covid-19 wave will resume. Health centres around the country will again
start to vaccinate children, and so this will no longer be restricted to the centres in Mosta and Floriana. Screeing
against cervical cancer, and eventually of the breast and the larger intenstine, will also resume after it had to be
temporarily halted. At Mater Dei, more endoscopies will start being carried out for intestinal and stomach tests.
The number of CT scans, MRIs, and ultrasounds will also increase. These changes will be impelmented while at
the same time retaining all the preparations made for Covid-19. 
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A number of commercial establishments which have been closed for 8 weeks will start opening again. The decision as
to which shops are to open was made via a scientific and prudent method. From next Monday, lotto booths, VRT
testing stations, clothes and sportswear shops, jewellery shops and those of other accessories, bag and shoe shop,
non-prescriptive eyewear shops, shops which sell perfumes and other beauty products (but not beauty salons and
hairdressers), haberdesharies and home decoration shops, souvenir and discount shops, luggage shops, toy shops,
hobby shops, furniture shops, and florists will be able to re-open. The government will keep in effect the wage
supplement for all these reopened shops.

SOME OF THE SHOPS WILL
START TO OPEN

Shops will not be able to open in the same manner they used to before. This is a new normality to which we have
to adapt. With the aim of protecting the health of clients and workers, everyone who enters shops, including those
open today, will be required to wear a mask. Every shop will only permit one client per 10sqm of store space. This
criterion must be affixed to the shop so that everyone knows how many individuals can enter the shop. At every
entrance there will be hand sanitizers so that everyone entering and exiting the shop can keep their hands clean.
In shopping malls, no more people than the total of that number of people that the individual shops are permitted
to take in may enter, and every person entering must have their temperature checked. Changing rooms for clothes
may not be used.

OBLIGATIONS FOR SHOPS
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APPEAL FOR RESPONSIBILITY

It is crucial that everyone cooperates responsibly. If things go well, the government will be in a position to
announce the removal of further restrictive measures by not later than three weeks from now, so that by the end
of the month the majority of commercial establishments would be operating. If things do not go well, the
government will have to reintroduce these measures. The virus is still with us, retains its same strength, and can
still cause the same damage. As such, the measures which will remain in place must be observed with the same
discipline as before. Vulnerable persons, that is, those of 65 years and over and those with chronic diseases,
must remain at home except for essential needs. We must safeguard that which we have won so that the country’s
health and economy may continue progressing forward.

OTHER MEASURES

As from next Monday, travel between Malta and Gozo will be permitted. On the ships, must still be used,
and only a controlled number of passensgers which is not the same number as before Covid-19 will be allowed
on board. As from next Monday as well, the prohibition of groups of more than 3 people in public places will rise
to more than 4 persons. In this case, the fine of €100 per person will remain applicable. The Court Registry will
also reopen.
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INSPECTIONS

73 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police are doing to ensure that there
are no groups of more than 3 people in public places, as per the legal notice issued by the government. No one
was found breaking obligatory quarantine during the 354 inspections carried out in the last 24 hours. The appeal
remains that everyone should remain responsible and cooperate with the directives being issued by the authorities.

MORE PEOPLE RECOVER

Another 16 persons recovered from Covid-19 so that now the total of those recovered has gone up to 367, which
means the trend of there being more recoveries from the virus than infections from it has continued. In fact, after
1,184 tests were made in the last 24 hours, only 2 persons resulted positive for the virus. One was a Gozitan who
was identified via asyptomatic random testing, and the other individual was identified at the Ħal Far open centre
as part of the regular screening being done. From a total of 467 Covid-19 cases, only 96 active ones remain.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information


