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The government’s economic support schemes for businesses and the self-employed in order to overcome the effects
of the Covid-19 pandemic are the most substantial in the world. A study carried out by Columbia University in the
United States has shown that, with 22% of the Gross Domestic Product, Malta has placed first among 166 countries,
and indeed surpassed much bigger countries like Japan, Belgium, Luxembourg, and the United States. The study
complements other certificates from the European Commission, the IMF, and credit agencies regarding how Malta
is investing in a strong manner to prevent the loss of jobs and to ensure that the economy recovers quickly. This is the
result of timely decisions taken in the national interest.

THE BEST AID PACKAGE

JOBS SAFEGUARDED

More than 93,000 jobs have been saved thanks to the economic support measures that Malta Enterprise is operating.
So far more than €35 million have been paid in terms of the Covid-19 Wage Supplement. Applications for the wage
supplement have now risen to 19,855. From these, 80% have already been processed. In light of the fact that this
week a number of businesses and self-employed have reopened for business, employers will still continue receiving
the wage supplement which has been extended to the months of May and June. Indeed, employees will receive a
letter informing them whether their employers have received the wage supplement. Employees who have not
received this supplement will, in this letter, be provided with information on the procedure to be followed in order
to relay their submission concerning this to Malta Enterprise.
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The trend of there being more people who recovered than new cases of Covid-19 continued. In the last 24 hours,
6 more persons recovered, including an elderly person over 80 years of age. This means that, so far, the number of
those who have recovered has reached 419. From 1,137 tests conducted, 3 persons were found positive, including a
Gozitan who had no symptoms while two others were already in quarantine. Since the start of the spread, from a total
of 40,493 tests conudcted, 489 persons have resutled positive for the virus, but of these only 65 are still active. The
country has started on the path of normality, and to continue on this positive road, everyone needs to observe
prevention measures, including hand washing, social distancing, and wearing masks when in shops and when using
public transport.

RECOVERIES

11 persons were fined €100 each during the continuous patrols that the Police and Environmental Health Officers are
doing to ensure that there are no groups of more than 4 persons in public places, as per the legal notice issued by
the government. No one was found breaking obligatory quarantine during the 367 inspections carried out in the last
24 hours. Since they started, more than 25,000 inspections have been carried out by the authorities on those under
obligatory quarantine. The appeal remains that everyone should be responsible and cooperate with the directives
being issued by the authorities.

INSPECTIONS
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FLOWERS IN VALLETTA

Despite Covid-19, the infiorata in Valletta still took place and St George’s Square was still covered with carpets of
beautiful seasonal flowers. This year’s design represents one of the most important insects—the bee. BEEODIVERSITY
is the main theme and because of this the infiorata represents water, animals, soil, and greenery. The Valletta Green
Festival, organised by the Valletta Cultural Agency between 7 and 10 May, can still be enjoyed from the comfort of
one’s home by accessing the agency’s Facebook page or Skyline webcams. “BEE HOPEFUL” – together our country
will return to normality.

MEALS FROM ESPLORA

Through an initiative of the Maltese Council for Science and Technology, every day nutritious meals for vulnerable
people in Cottonera are being prepared. The meals are being prepared by Esplora workers in the building of the
same complex so that afterwards they pass them on to the Foundation for Social Care in order to distribute them to
those in need. Even though Esplora is closed for the public because of Covid-19, it is still uploading experiments online
on its Facebook page while the council has set up a fund to be used for research against the pandemic.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information


