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A further 8 persons have been declared to have recovered from the virus, so that the total number of those who have
recovered from the virus has now risen to 427. In the past 24 hours, 1,006 tests were carried out, and a single positive
case was registered – a Spanish person working in Malta. In hospitals, the number of Covid-19 patients has similarly
gone down notably, down to 7 patients only. Health authorities said that our country has now entered a transition
phase where a number of measures have been lifted, and are continuing to monitor the situation closely. It is important
that everyone continues to co-operate. For tomorrow – Mother’s Day – the best present we can give to elderly mothers
is to continue safeguarding them by keeping our distance, given their vulnerability. The time where we can hug them
once again will come. Let us have hope. 

MORE RECOVERIES THAN ILLNESSES

REDUCTION OF VAT ON MASKS

By means of a Legal Notice already in force, VAT on facemasks and face shields has been reduced from 18% to 5%.
After it was announced that the maximum price for which a facemask may be sold is 95c, whilst that of a face shield is
€5, pharmacies will be compensated for the difference between the maximum prices set, and the price at which they
originally made their purchases. This will be implemented through a COVID-19 masks subsidy scheme aimed at
aiding pharmacies in losses incurred, whilst safeguarding public interest at the same time.  The scheme can be
accessed on mimcol.com.mt/covid-19-masks-subsidy/. The refund for stocks of masks which are thrown away after
having been purchased between 17th April and 4th May will reflect the difference in price between the gross items
purchased and the 95c limit, and is not to surpass the 70c mark on each mask.
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The Maltese have the most trust in the country’s health system out of all European Union peoples. A survey carried out
by Eurofound last April, when the Covid-19 transmission was at its worst, has ranked Malta first when it comes to the
population’s trust in their respective country’s health system. Malta surpassed countries such as Denmark, Austria, and
Germany. Healthcare employees were our heroes, since they were on the frontline in the fight against Covid-19. The
Eurofound survey is yet another certificate for the Maltese healthcare sector, after the World Health Organization
lauded Malta as being a  model for other countries of how the Covid-19 pandemic should be addressed.

TRUST IN OUR HEALTH SYSTEM

A €5 million investment in online training schemes for the tourism industry has been launched. This investment will
offer a training platform of the highest quality to employees in this sector. There are 300 accredited courses in all, and
some 750 other short courses from which the more than 25,000 tourism employees may choose from. Courses are
being held by ITS, University of Malta, Forbes, UNESCO, and international training centres. The investment in human
resources is being done so that the sector will hit the ground running in the phase after the Covid-19 spread is no more.

TRAINING IN TOURISM
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FOR VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS

An emergency fund for voluntary organizations that have been negatively affected by Covid-19 has been launched.
The fund, amounting to €125,000, will be led by the Malta Council for the Voluntary Sector. Every voluntary
organization may be given a sum of up to €5,000. The fund is aimed at aiding organizations whose operations are
related to, and essential for, the Covid-19 pandemic, and to help them out so that they do not fold. Voluntary
organizations have until the end of July to apply on www.vofunding.org.mt. More information is available on
www.facebook.com/MaltaCouncilVoluntarySector/, or www.maltacvs.org.

INSPECTIONS ON GATHERINGS AND
THOSE QUARANTINED 

29 persons were each fined €100 during the continuous rounds Police and Environmental Health Officers are
conducting to ensure that no gatherings in public places involving more than 4 persons take place, as per the legal
notice issued by Government. In the meantime, one person was found breaching obligatory quarantine during the
354 inspections conducted in the last 24 hours. The appeal remains for one and all to be responsible and co-operate
with the directives rolled out by the authorities. 
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information


