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Malta has managed to control the big wave of cases which have overwhelmed many cities in the world. The success is
owed to the people’s sacrifices, especially elderly and vulnerable persons, the business community, and frontliners.

Our country entered this pandemic in a studied manner and will exit this challenge in a studied manner. Just like it
neither introduced restrictive measures too early or too late, the removal of restrictive measures will be introduced
without delaying and without being too hasty.

After three weeks ago the first set of restrictive measures were removed in order for our country to continue returning
to normality, as from Friday the 22nd of May, the following changes will be implemented:

 -  The number of persons who can gather together in public places will rise from 4 to 6. Rules governing social
distancing and against crowding must continue to be observed;

 -  In the cultural sector, open-air cinemas will be allowed to reopen for those who wish to organise such activities;

 -  Individual non-contact sports such as diving and tennis will be permitted;

 -  Outdoors training for other sports will be permitted so long as the group is up to a maximum of 6 persons;

 -  After direct consultation with our country’s bishops, funeral Masses will once again be permitted, with a limited
   number of people. The Curia will be announcing in which places these Masses will take place;

 -  Restaurants will reopen, with tables up to a maximum of 6 people and with established distances in order to protect
   one group on a table from another. Restaurants which have outdoor facilities will preferably use these;

 -  Hairdressers, barbers, nail technicians and beauticians will reopen, and must operate on an appointment basis and
   implement restrictions which safeguard employees and clients.

FURTHER REMOVAL OF
RESTRICTIVE MEASURES
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From next Friday as well, health services which had been suspended because of the Covid-19 pandemic will once
again resume. In the primary health sector, diabetes clinics will reopen. Heart disease clinics as well as baby clinics
will also reopen, as well as a number of health centres. Mental health treatment in the community will also increase.
At Mater Dei, the number of outpatient appointments will also increase, as well as imaging, X-rays, MRIs, and
ultrasounds. Non-urgent operations, such as those of orthopedics, eye operations, and gynaecology will also increase.
The IVF service will reopen, and the partners of those giving birth will be permitted to be alongside them. After cervical
cancer screening resumed, on Friday screening of the large intestine will also resume.

AN INCREASE IN HEALTH SERVICES

The decisions announced today represent a great sense of satisfaction. Our country managed to carry out a difficult
piece of work in the direction it wanted. This is the success of a united people. Faced with an unprecedented challenge,
Malta was prepared and acted with considered measures. As such, we were strong enough so that the state of
emergency never became normality. Today’s decisions are not a compromise on health. Health remains the top
priority. Today, a rational step towards a better quality of life, based on medical and scientific facts, was taken.
The objective facts show that Malta has a very low rate of active cases, has prepared for every contingency, and
that the increased number of beds and equipment remained unused, with the absolute majority of patients
recovering by themselves at home. In this context, it does not make sense to keep the country closed. Decisions
cannot be taken based on fear but on responsibility.

A TREMENDOUS PIECE OF WORK
MADE BY A UNITED COUNTRY
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456 PERSONS HAVE RECOVERED
SO FAR

2 more persons recovered from Covid-19 so that now the total of those recovered has gone up to 456. In the last 24
hours, 1,017 tests were carried out, with 5 of these coming back positive, including 3 who had no symptoms. Among
the new cases is a patient at Karen Grech and 2 healthcare workers. The health authorities said that our country is
in a transition phase, and now that the number of cases has decreased they will continue to observe the situation to
ensure it remains under control. The strategy remains that of more tests being carried out so that those who do not
have any symptoms are identified, isolated, and placed under quarantine. So far, since the start of the pandemic,
51,677 tests for Covid-19 have been carried out, from which 558 persons tested positive. Only 96 remain active.

A SENSE OF OBJECTIVITY AND
BALANCE

A crucial principle will be education. The removal of restrictive measures is being done in accordance with a detailed
protocol of how establishments will work. This is a heroic people which has already shown that it knows how to
observe directives and that it will continue observing these new guidelines. The message is clear: it is safe to attend
establishments which will reopen but which observe social distancing and hand hygiene directives. A distance of two
metres between one person and the next remains important, both in shops and on beaches. There are still some
restrictive measures in place. These must continue to be observed. It is important that everyone works together.
We are one society. In this manner, our country will continue doing well. We look forward so that tomorrow will
be better than today.
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HELPLINES

2598 1000 – For those who have queries about the educational sector

80074313/79307307 – For those who have difficulties regarding blood donation

2204 2800 – For foreign citizens who wish to be repatriated

2169 2447 – For hoteliers and tourists who have queries about the
announced measures

2590 3030 – For elderly people without means of assistance who require medicine,
ready meals, or food products (fruit and vegetables)

2546 9111 – For those who work in the gaming industry.

21411 411 – For those in mandatory quarantine who require food and
medical provisions

144 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by Malta Enterprise

153 – For those who require information about the measures of the financial
package which are administered by the Department of Social Security

1772 – For those who are feeling lonely

1770 – Helpline for emotional support and mental wellbeing

1575 – For employees to ask about wages and employment conditions

2545 1111 – For Mater Dei, Boffa Hospital, and Sir Anthony Mamo healthcare workers

2364 5002 – For Primary Health Care, Gozo General Hospital, and
Mount Carmel employees

1576 – For employers to ask about wages and employment conditions

2294 4511/2294 4504 – To report breaches of regulations regarding public health
and Covid-19 to the Police

2204 2200 – For Maltese residents who are stranded in another country and
wish to return to Malta

7974 7974 – For legal assistance in cases of domestic violence

111 – For those who experience symptoms of COVID-19 or those who require
further information


