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Budgetary Measures 2016

In an ever-increasing need to strengthen civil society and the organisations that
support the different aspects of humanitarian, social, cultural, educational and
environmental issues, volunteering is a critical pin in this process. Volunteering is the
glue that holds society in balance, between the commercial enterprise that support
the economy, and the active citizenship that sustains our democratic processes. We
are therefore questioning why a great opportunity to empower the sector has been
missed by a key aspect of the budget; making donations to charities and VOs tax
deductible. The council further emphasises the need to empower local NGOs in their
work, including through fiscal measures including VAT benefits, greater access to
grants and EU funding, and the tax deductible donations; the latter also endorsed
by the statement from Her Excellency President Marie Louise Coleiro Preca. Hence
the Council asks for the initiative to make donations to the MCCF tax deductible to
be accessible to all Voluntary Organisations enrolled with the Commissioner for the
Voluntary Sector.

One must positively note the continued investment voted in next year's budget in the
work of the Malta Council for the Voluntary sector enables the council to provide
training, mentoring, networking and research opportunities to voluntary
organisations. This funding encourages the improvement in administration and
management of the organisations to help improve efficiency and effectiveness at
grassroots operations. We will be embarking on research projects to better
understand the impact of volunteering on our social economy, and to see how funds
raised are being used across our nation. Further training in finance, human
resources management, first aid and fundraising are enabled through this funding,
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as well as new initiatives to encourage youth to volunteer their time, against a small
stipend.

The result of this budget will mean that Voluntary Organisations can continue to
develop themselves, as empowered and independent voices. Unfortunately
however, many smaller NGOs are struggling with raising funds in a very competitive
environment, where they act locally to make a difference at a micro level. It is nigh
impossible for some to find a voice with potential donors that are being called to
support other bigger causes, so we must do all we can to support them.

Voluntary organisations continue to play a critical role in social, cultural, educational,
environmental and citizenship activities that keep Malta at the forefront of democracy
and active citizenship. It is therefore important that we continue to create policies
that empower voluntary organisations to be independent of state aid that enable
them to grow professionally as well as effectively. That we support their bids for
grants and EU funding, and that we encourage the corporate sector to invest in and
partner with non-profit and voluntary organisations, beyond simply donating at
fundraising opportunities. Our society will be better for it.

Nathan Farrugia

Chairperson
MCVS
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[I-Mizuri tal-Bagit 2016

Fil-bzonn li qgieghed dejjem jikber sabiex tissahhah is-so¢jeta Civili u |-
organizzazzjonijiet li jghinu fl-ogsma differenti ta’ ghajnuna umanitarji, socgjali,
kulturali, edukattivi u ambjentali, il-volontarjat huwa meqjus bhala fus kritiku f'dan il-
process. ll-volontarjat huwa I-kolla li Zzomm lis-soc¢jeta fil-bilan¢, bejn I-intrapriza
kummercjali li jappoggjaw |-ekonomija, u ¢-Cittadinanza attiva li ssostni |-processi
demokrati¢i taghna. Ahna ghalhekk geghdin nistagsu ghaliex opportunita kbira i
tinvolvi s-settur ma ntlahqgitx fdan il-bagit; fejn donazzjonijiet lill-karita u lill-
organizzazzjonijiet volontarji tissarraf fi thaqqis ta’ taxxa. II-Kunsill jkompli sostni illi I-
Organizzazzjonijiet Volontarji ghandhom ikunu sostnuti fl-operat taghhom permezz
ta’ misuri fiskali favorevoli li jghinuhom fil-hidma taghhom, ac¢ess akbar ghall-ghotjiet
u finanzjament tal-UE, u donazzjonijiet bit-taxxa mnaqqgsa; fejn dan ta’ |-ahhar gie
approvat ukoll permezz ta’ dikjarazzjoni li saret mill-E¢c¢ellenza Taghha il-President
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Marie Louise Coleiro Preca. Ghal dagstant il-Kunsill jitlob illi I-istess incentiv ta’
diduzzjoni mit-taxxa fuq donazzjonijiet mghotija lill- MCCF tkun estiza lill-
Organizzazzjonijiet Volontarji kollha li huma registrati mal-Kummissarju ta’ I-Ghaqdiet
Volontarji.

B’mod pozittiv il-Kunsill jinnota l-investiment kontinwu ivvotat fil-bagit tas-sena d-
diehla ghall-hidma tal-Kunsill Malti ghas-settur volontarju jippermetti lill-Kunsill sabiex
jipprovdi tahrig, mentoring, networking u opportunitajiet ta’ ricerka ghall-
organizzazzjonijiet  volontarji. Dan il-finanzjament jinkoraggixxi t-titjib  fl-
amministrazzjoni u l-immaniggjar tal-organizzazzjonijiet li jghin sabiex titjieb I-
efficjenza u l-effettivita fl-operat taghhom. Ahna se nkunu geghdin nahdmu fuq
progetti ta' ricerka biex jinftiehem ahjar I-impatt tal-volontarjat fuq I-ekonomija so¢jali
taghna, u sabiex naraw kif il-fondi gqeghdin jintuzaw fil-komunita. Jitkattar it-tahrig fl-
ogsma ta’ finanzi, rizorsi umani, first aid u gbir ta' fondi jistghu jitkomplew permezz ta'
dan il-finanzjament, kif ukoll inizjattivi dodda sabiex ninkoraggixxu liz-zghazagh
jinvolvu ruhhom fil-hin liberu taghhom fil-volontarjat fejn jir¢ievu stipendju.

Ir-rizultat ta' dan il-bagit se jfisser li I-Organizzazzjonijiet Volontarji jistghu jkomplu
jizviluppaw lilhom infushom, bhala vucijiet imsahha u indipendenti. Sfortunatament
madankollu, hafna Organizzazzjonijiet Volontarji zghar ged jithabtu sabiex jigbru
fondi fambjent kompetittiv hafna, fejn dawn joperaw lokalment sabiex jaghmlu d-
differenza fl-gherug tas socjeta. Huwa kultant impossibbli ghal xi whud sabiex
isemmghu il-vu¢i taghhom ma’ donaturi prospettivi, li ged jigu msejha biex
jappoggjaw kawzi ohra akbar, u ghalhekk irridu naghmlu dak kollu li nistghu biex
isostnuhom.

Organizzazzjonijiet volontarji jibga' jkollhom rwol kritiku fl-attivitajiet socjali, kulturali,
edukattivi, ambjentali u ¢ittadinanza attiva li zzomm lill-Malta fuq quddiem nett fid-
demokrazija u fi¢-¢ittadinanza attiva. Huwa ghalhekk importanti li nkomplu noholqu
politika li taghti s-sahha lill-organizzazzjonijiet volontarji sabiex ikunu indipendenti
mill-ghajnuna statali, li tippermettiihom i jikbru professjonalment kif ukoll
effettivament. Importanti li nappoggjaw l-isfida taghhom ghal ghotjiet u finanzjament
tal-UE, u li ninkoraggixxu lis-settur privat sabiex jinvesti bhalha msieheb ma’
Organizzazzjonijiet Volontarji, mhux semplicement billi joffri donazzjoni f'attivitajiet ta’
gbir ta’ fondi. Ghalhekk ahna nitolbu ghal I-istess inizjattiva tad-donazzjonijiet ta’ |-
MCCF mnagssa mit-taxxa, li tkun accessibbli ghall -organizzazzjonijiet volontarji
kollha li huma reggistrati mal- Kummissarju ta’ I-Ghaqdiet Volontarji. Nemmnu i
b’hekk is-socjeta taghna tkun ahjar.

Nathan Farrugia
Chairperson
MCVS
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