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The Malta Council for the Voluntary Sector (MCVS), yesterday the 29" of January,
presented the National Volunteer Award 2013 during an award giving ceremony at
Dar L-Ewropa, Valletta.

The Malta Council for the Volunteer Sector (MCVS) established National Volunteer
Award in order to recognise the important work carried out by those who volunteer
with voluntary organisations which are non-profit, charities and NGOs, to contribute
towards the rewarding and recognising achievements gained in volunteering
activities and the raising of awareness of the value and importance of volunteering,
to honour those men and women who, for no material gain, dedicate themselves to
help others or work for a cause and to raise public awareness of the crucial role
volunteers play in our society and therefore should be encouraged and supported.

The board of adjudication was composed of Mr. Lawrence Farrugia, Dr. Sue Vella,
and Mr. Mario Xuereb. The National Volunteer Award was given as follows:

1st Place: Ms Sylvia Ebejer, Mission Fund
2nd Place: Ms Jessie Ebejer, St. Jeanne Antide Foundation
3rd Place: Mr Joe Cilia, Hospice Malta

The Awards were presented by Mr. Joseph Camilleri, Permanent Secretary in the
Ministry for Dialogue, Consumer Affairs and Civil Liberties accompanied by Mr.
Robert Farrugia, Chairperson MCVS. The first three awardees were given a
monetary contribution which will go towards a project which is undertaken by their
organisation.
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During his speech, the Permanent Secretary Mr. Joseph Camilleri, thanked all those
involved in a volunteer organisation stating that in his experience these
organisations, which can be found in all walks of life, are essential to the community.
He said that the Ministry was committed to support these organisations not only
financially but also through various initiatives, He thanked the Malta Council for the
Voluntary Sector for the various initiatives taken through the past year and promised
his support for the coming future.

Mr. Robert Farrugia, Chairperson MCVS, also addressed the audience. His speech
is annexed to this press release. (Annex 1)

For more information contact Mr. Mauro Pace Parascandalo on e-mail mauro.pace-
parascandalo@gov.mt or telephone 25903891/3 or 99686996.
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Annex 1
Diskors tac-Chairperson is-Sur Robert Farrugia

. Ghal dawn I-ahhar snin rajna lis-settur tal-Volontarjat jikber, izda wkoll jinbidel.
Li hu zgur hu li I-voluntiera ged jinbidlu, ged jinbidlu ghal bosta ragunijiet. Wahda
mir-ragunijiet hija rejalta’ ta’ socjeta’ li ged toffri opportunitajiet diversi f'dinja kemm
xejn maghggla, liema rejalta’ tapplika wkoll ghal-gasam tal-volontarjat. Jekk wiehed
ihares lejn ix-xenarju tal-ghaqdiet tletin sena ilu jintebah illi dan inbidel
kompletament, illum insibu li nibtu ghexieren ta’ ghaqdiet foqsma diversi.

B’dan fmohhna, bhala Kunsill imwaqqafa sabiex ihares I-interessi tas-settur
volontarju, dawn |-ahhar snin sahhahna I-hidma taghna sabiex nkunu ta’ ghajnuna
f'dak li ghandu x’jagsam partikolarment mat-tahrig, tishieh tal-istrutturi u aktar access
ghal fondi.

. Tul l-ahhar sena il-Kunsill wettag program ta’ hidma fdin id-direzzjoni,
direzzjoni li trawwmet bl-istess kuntatt mal-organizzazzjonijiet.

. Hawnhekk ser insemmi il-programm li twettaq tul 1-2013.
Power Point Presentation

. Meta naraw din il-hidma li twettget nemmen |i bhala Kunsill wettaq bosta
inizjattivi godda li ser ikunu ta’ benefi¢c¢ju kbir ggas-settur. Dan huwa rizultat pozittiv,
biss huwa rizultat li rridu nibgghu nibnu fuqu. Is-settur igib mieghu sfida ghal dawk li
ged imexxu lill-istess ghaqdiet. Kif inbidlu I-voluntiera hemm il-bzonn li jinbidlu wkoll
I-ghaqdiet tal-volontarjat, mhux dagstant f'dak li huwa |-operat taghhom, izda f'dak li
huwa |-mod kif imexxu l-istess operat, izda fuq kollox, kif jigbdu, jharrgu u jiehdu
hsieb tal-voluntiera.

. Hemm bosta rejaltajiet fejn ghaqdiet qeghdin jaghmlu I-ghalmu tagghom
sabiex jigbdu aktar voluntiera, spec¢jalment taz-zghazagh, u ghalhekk ahna rridu
nghinu sabiex kull ghaqgda tkun tista’ tighed demm gdid. U meta wiehed jirnexxielu
jigbed voluntiera, hemm jibda x-xoghol ta’ veru, trid tkun preparat li tharreg lill-
voluntiera u taghtihom x’jaghmlu ghax jekk le dawn jiddejqu u jitilqu. Fil-fatt dawk -
ghaqdiet li gharfu dan ged jikbru u jsibu voluntiera godda, fejn I-attivita’ taghhom ged
tikber u taghti I-frott, min le jaf qed jaffaccja r-riskju ta’ mewta naturali.

. Huwa fatt li I-gasam tal-volontarjat hemm bzonn li jkun sostnut sabiex ikun
jista’ fejn hemm bzonn jaggorna ruhu f'dan l-aspetti, aspett li I-Kunsill Malti ghas-
Settur tal-Volontarjat ser jibga’ jsostnih permezz ta’ tahrig u konsultazzjoni sabiex |-
ghaqdiet jissahhu fit-tmexxija taghhom.

. Ghal dawn I-ahhar sentejn saru programmi ta’ tahrig li indirizza aspetti diversi
li huma mehtiega ghal tmexxija tajba tal-organizzazzjonijiet fis-settur tal-volontarjat.
Din is-sena dawn ser ikomplu u jizdiedu. Ser jizdiedu magghom ukoll servizzi ta’
Mentoring fejn ser jinghata support one-to-one lil dawk I-organizzazzjonijiet i
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ghandhom bzonn. Ser jinghata wkoll servizz gdid b’ghajnuna lil dawk I-ghaqgdiet li
jkunu akkwistaw fondi specjalment tal-EU sabiex jekk isibu xi diffikulta waqt it-
twettieq tal-progett ikunu mghejjuna u I-fondi ma jintilfux.

. Din is-sena il-Kunsill ser iniedu wkoll ricerka sabiex ghall-ewwel darba nkunu
nafu u nikkwantifikaw il-kontribut tas-settur fis-soc¢jeta. Kontribut kemm socjali kif
ukoll finanzjarja.

. Fil-gimghat li gejjin ser inkunu gedin inniedu konsultazzjoni mas-settur sabiex
flimkien naraw kif l-ahjar nippromwovu lis-settur. Dan sabiex aktar tard din is-sena
titnieda kampanja pubblika ta’ informazzjoni dwar il-volontarjat.

. Ghal dan il-ghan tal-Gvern din is-sena kompla sostna lill-Kunsill Malti ghas-
Settur tal-Volontarjat fil-hidma tieghu fit-tishieh tas-Settur permezz ta’ ghajnuna
kemm finanzjarja.

. Fil-fatt il-Gvern din is-sena ivvota ghas-sena 2014 s-somma ta’ €150,000
sabiex ikun sostnut u msahhah I-operat tal-istess Kunsill, flimkien mas-somma ta’
€50,000 sabiex ikunu investiti specifikament ghat-tahrig tas-settur. Hemm ivvutata
wkoll is-somma ta’ €60,000 ghall-iskema li jhaddem il-Kunsill sabiex isiru progetti
mis-settur tal-Volontarjat. Fl-istess Budget 2014 thabbar li ser ikunu vvutati
€1,865,000 sabiex isehh il-progett tac-Centru tal-Volontarjat, liema progett ghandu
jkun xprun ghal tahrig u ghajnuna ohra li s-settur ghandu bzonn, flimkien ma zewg
centri izghar fit-tramuntana u n-nofsinhar ta’ Malta.

. Naghlaq billi nghid illi I-volontarjat huwa sieheb essenzjali fis-socjeta li nghixu
u hemm bzonn li jkun sostnut kemm mill-istat kif ukoll minn kull individwu li jaghmel
parti mill-istess socjeta, u dan jista’ biss isehh jekk ikun hemm gharfien u
apprezzament shieh tal-valuri tal-volontarjat, valuri li huwa I|-obbligu ta’ kull min hu
nvolut fl-stess settur li jindokra u jippromovi.
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