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General Funding 

 

1.1 What is a project? 

A project is a temporary, goal-oriented initiative undertaken to create a unique 

product, service, or result. It has a defined scope, timeline, resources, and objectives, 

often requiring the coordination of people, skills, and tasks. 

 

1.2 How many funds can I apply for per year, and can I apply twice for 

the same fund? 

Each registered and compliant Voluntary Organisation (with OCVO at the time of 

application) can submit one application form per funding line per year. 

 

1.3 Can I get funding for day-to-day expenses and running costs such as 

salaries? 

MCVS does not fund running costs or day-to-day expenses such as salaries. 

 

1.4   I’ve never applied for funding before; can I still apply? 

First- time applicants are eligible to apply. It is recommended to attend information 

sessions for each funding line to ensure the proposal meets the eligibility criteria.  

 

1.5   I’m receiving funding from locally or otherwise; can I still apply for 

            MCVS funds? 

You can apply for MCVS funds even if you are receiving funds from other sources, 

provided that the funds are for different projects or expenses. Applying for the same 

project or expense under multiple funding lines constitutes double funding. 

 

1.6   What is double funding? 

Double funding refers to receiving payment more than once for the same project or 

expense using public funds. 
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1.7   Can I complement the funds with other private funding?  

Yes, you can complement MCVS funds with private funding, which is considered co-

financing.  

 

1.8   Do I need a dedicated VO bank account? 

A dedicated bank account in the name of the registered Voluntary Organisation is 

required for receiving payments. Payments cannot be made to personal or business 

accounts. 

 

1.9   What does the timeline for payments look like? 

Payments are issued within 90 days of the correct submission of all required 

documents and reports, including, interim, or final reports, depending on the fund. 

 

 

1.10 Can I pay suppliers before the application?  

Payments can only be made during the eligible timeframe stated on the grant 

agreement. 

 

1.11 How does the budget work? 

The budget is a detailed breakdown of all expenses associated with the project. This 

cannot be changed without prior approval from the Official acting on behalf of the 

scheme. (If required you can find further information regarding the application and 

Budget in the Step-by-Step Guide (link)) 
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Voluntary Organisations Project Scheme (VOPS) 

 

2.1   How does the co-financing work?  

The VOPS grant shall finance 80% of the project costs to a maximum of €20,000. The 

remaining 20% (the co-financing) must be covered by the beneficiary. For example, if 

requesting the maximum grant of €20,000, the total project budget must be at least 

€25,000, which includes €5,000 in co-financing. 

 

2.2 Can the project be more than €25,000 if we cover the difference? 

The total project budget may not exceed €25,000. The VOPS grant will cover up to 80% 

of the project costs, with a maximum contribution of €20,000. The applicant must 

provide copies of the organisation's main bank account statements to demonstrate 

sufficient financial resources to cover the 20% co-financing requirement. 

 

2.3   Do I need quotes before applying? 

Quotes are not required with the application form, but it is advisable to research and 

obtain accurate cost estimates to create a realistic budget for the application. 

 

2.4   For Action 2, do I need to own the property? 

The organisation must either own the property or have a leasing agreement for at least 

ten (10) calendar years from the date of the application. This is to be verified against 

the leasing agreement or property deed attached in the application. 

 

2.5   For Action 3, what should the end result include? 

• Research Report or Paper: A detailed document outlining the research objectives, 
methodology, data analysis, and results. 

• Conclusions: Insights and interpretations drawn from the data that address the 
original research questions. 
 

• Recommendations: Suggestions for action or further research based on the 
findings. 

• Published Article: Results may be published in academic or professional journals 
or presented at conferences. 

• Practical Applications: Results might lead to new products, policies, or 
interventions. 
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2.6   Can I apply jointly with another VO? 

Collaboration with other Voluntary Organisations is encouraged. However, the 

application form must be submitted by a single applicant, who will be fully responsible 

for the project. 

 

2.7  I am organising a large event for my VO, am I eligible? 

The event should be an outcome or final product of the project. However, only 20% of 

the financial budget can be allocated to event-related expenses. 

 

2.8   I need to purchase equipment, am I eligible? 

Purchasing equipment alone does not qualify as a project and will be deemed 

ineligible. However, if the equipment necessary for implementing the project, it is 

considered eligible for funding. 

 

2.9   What does the timeline for payments look like? 

The VOPS grant follows a lump sum (fixed amounts) approach. The total grant amount 

covers up to 80% of the project costs, with a maximum of €20,000. Payments are 

structured as follows: 

• 40% upon submission of a satisfactory Budget Breakdown and signing of the 

agreement. 

• 40% upon submission and verification of a satisfactory interim report. 

• The final 20% (depending on the total project amount) is provided upon project 

closure with submission of a satisfactory final report. 
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2.10 Can I fundraise as part of the project? 

Fundraising can be organised as separate events outside the main project. These 

events can support the organisation’s financial needs, including contributing to the co-

financing requirement. However, such fundraising efforts are not part of the project 

itself.  

 

2.11 Can I create a product and sell it? 

Items or services funded by the project cannot be sold, used for fundraising events/ 

purposes, or charged for entry, registration, or any other fees for the duration of the 

project 

 

 

2.12 What does a sustainable project mean? 

A sustainable project ensures that its benefits continue after the initial grant expires. 

The organisation must develop a strategy to sustain project deliverables and benefits 

for at least two years after the funding period ends. 

 

2.13 What does an innovative project mean? 

An innovative project introduces new ideas, methods, or technologies to achieve its 

goals in a novel way. It typically includes: 

 
Originality: Introducing new concepts or approaches distinct from existing solutions. 
 
Creativity: Applying imaginative thinking to address problems or seize opportunities 
in unique ways. 
 
Advancement: Pushing boundaries and advancing knowledge or practice in its field. 
 
Problem-Solving: Providing effective solutions to existing challenges using innovative 
techniques. 
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Small Initiatives Support Scheme (SIS) 

 

 

3.1   What does the timeline for payments look like? 

The SIS grant follows a lump sum approach. The total grant amount covers project 

costs of up to €5,000. Payments are structured as follows: 

• 60% upon submission of a satisfactory Budget Breakdown and signing of the 

agreement. 

• 20% upon submission and verification of a satisfactory interim report. 

• The final balance (depending on the total project amount) is provided upon project 

closure with submission of a satisfactory final report. 

 

3.2   Can my project be more than €5,000? 

The maximum amount that can be requested through this fund is of €5,000, should 

this amount be exceeded the VO can co-finance itself. The applicant must provide 

copies of the organisation’s main bank account statements to demonstrate sufficient 

financial resources to cover the co-financing requirement. 

 

3.3   I need to purchase equipment, am I eligible? 

Purchasing equipment alone does not qualify as a project. However, if the equipment 

is necessary for implementing the project, it is eligible for funding. 

 

3.4   Can I pay suppliers in cash? 

Cash payments are allowed up to €100 of the entire project with prior approval from 

MCVS. 

 

3.5   Can I fundraise as part of the project? 

Fundraising activities can be organised as separate events outside of the main project. 

These events aim to raise funds that can be used to support the organisation's financial 

needs, including contributing to the co-financing requirement of the project. Such 

fundraising efforts are not considered part of the project itself. 
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3.6   I’m organising an event as part of the project; can I charge an entry 

     fee? 

Participants cannot be charged to partake in events relating to the project. 

 

3.7   Can I create a product and sell it? 

Items or services funded by the project cannot be sold, used for fundraising events, or 

charged for entry, registration, or any other fees. If further items are procured beyond 

the timeline of the project, these can be sold at the discretion of the VO, but these 

should not include the MCVS logos.  

 

3.8   What does a sustainable project mean? 

A sustainable project ensures that its benefits continue after the initial grant expires. 

The organisation must develop a strategy to sustain project deliverables and benefits 

for at least two years after the funding period ends. 

 

3.9   What does an innovative project mean? 

An innovative project introduces new ideas, methods, or technologies in novel ways. 

It typically involves: 

• Originality: Introducing new concepts or approaches distinct from existing 

solutions. 

• Creativity: Applying imaginative thinking to address problems or seize 

opportunities uniquely. 

• Advancement: Pushing boundaries and advancing knowledge or practice in its 

field. 

• Problem-Solving: Providing effective solutions to existing challenges using 

innovative techniques. 


